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imagine, want to be inform’d that the Au- 
thor of itis Dr. Lacon, a Member of our 
Fraternity. 


sh Reader of this Difcourfe will not, I 


When we contemplate the admirable ton 
of Nature, that has produc’d fuch an immenfe 
Stock of Beings endow’d with Life and Senfe in 
this narrow Planet, where every Plant and Animal 
breed numberlefs Infedts, every Drop of Water and 
Piece of Earth isa Neft of minute living Creatures, 
anda little Pepper-Corn is crouded, like a populous 
City, with Inhabitants, we cannot but conclude 
that the Regions above are equally peopled 3 un- 
lefs we can conceive that the bright and fpacious 
Globes of Heaven were only made for the Service 
of this little obfcure Spet, or that the Author was 
not able, or was unwilling to exert more Power 
ani Goodnefs in creating proper Animals, to fill 
the nobleft, as well as the meaneft Parts ef the 
Creation. | 

As the innumerable Multitudes of living Crea- 
tures that replenifh the wide Frame of Nature, 
demonftrate the Power of the Divine Author, fo 
his Wifdom and fice Principle of Activity fhine 
in the endlefs Variety of Brute and Intelligent 
Beings, that in a regular and beautiful Subordi- 
nation gradually defcend from the higheft An- 
gel to the bafeft Infect. He might, had he 
pleasd, have form’d all his Creatures of the 
moft perfect Order. It is as eafy for the Supreme 
Caufe to make a Sun, asa Glow-worm ; at the 
Beck of his Will a Seraph is as ready to break 
away from Darknefs and Nothing, and ipring up 
into Exiftence, as the meaneit Fly. But he ated 
like a prudent arbitrary Caufe, and confulted 
Order, Harmony and Beauty, by making fo many 
Creatures of fuch various Ranks and Degrees of 
Excellence, 

Nothing is more furprizing and delightful, than 
to obferve the Scale or gradual Afcent from Mine- 
tals to Plants, from Plants to Animals, and from 
Animals to human Nature. Tis ealy to diftin- 
guifh thefe Kinds, till you come to the highett 
of one, and the loweft of that next above it ; and 
then the Difference is fo nice, that the Limits and 
Boundaries of their Species feem left unfettled by 
Nature, to perplex the curious, and to humble the 
proud Philofopher. 

As Man, who approach °s neareft to the loweft 
Clafs of Celeftial Spirits, (f 


(Pri 


ir we Taay juttly fup- 


ce Three Half 


Pence.) 


pofe a Subordination in that excellent Order) be- 
ing half Body and half Spirit, becomes the Aigua- 
tur, that divides in the Middle the whole Crea- 
tion, and diftinguifhes the Corporeal from the In- 
vifible Intellectual World ; fo the Ape or Monkey, 
that bears the greateft Similitude to Man, is the 
next Order of Animals below him. Nor is the 
Difagreement between the bafeft Individuals of 
our Species and the Ape or Monkey fo great, but 
that were the latter endow’d with the Faculty of 
Speech, they might perhaps as juftly claim the 
Kank and Dignity of the human Race, as the Sal- 
vage Hotentot, or ftupid Native of Nova Zembla. 

I fhall obferve one Thing here, which perhaps 
has not been taken Notice of, that is, the Variety 
of many Species included in one, which at once 
feem diftinét and the fame. Ifthe Idea of a Liori 
or a Bear are compar’d, they ate immediately pro- 
nounc’d to be of a different Species, there bein 
no intermediate Degrees of like Animals, to far 
pend the Mind’s Determination. But if we com- 

are a Lion with a Cat, and obferve the Similitude 
Oia them in their external Figure, and inward 
Structure of Parts, which in both is the fame, 
together with their Inftinéts and Actions, ’tis hard 
to tell if their Difference is effential. How does 
the Author, upon one fimple Ground of the Cat- 
Nature, vary and run curious Divifions thro’ the 
Domeftick, the Civet and Mountain Cat, to the Leo- 
pard, the Panther and the Tyger, ’till we come 
to the King of Beafts. Nor is the Climax or Gra- 
dation lefs furprizing, while our Contemplation 
rifes from the Hedge-hog or Guinea-Pig, thro’ fe- 
veral Sorts of Swine, to the Chemois, whofe Snout 
is extended to a Probfcis of fuch Length, that the 
Animal takes up his Meat, and feeds Rim(elf with 
it, and from thence to the Elephant, the Prince of 
the Swine Race. But this feeming Indiftinétion 
and Confufion of Species is no wher¢ more remar- 
kable than inthe Ape ; wonderful is the Variety of 
thefe Creatures, which are fo like to one another, 
and yet fo different, that ’tis hard to determine 
whether their Species are diftin& or not. 

The moftt perfect of this Order of Beings, the 
Orang Outang, ashe is call’d by the Natives of An-’ 
cola, that is, the Wild Man, or Man of the 
Woods, has the Honour of bearing the neareft 
Refemblance to human Nature ; tho’ all that Spe- 
cies have fome Agreement with xs in our Features, 
many Inftances being found of Men of Monkey- 
Faces; yet this bas the greateft Likencfs, not 
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only in hi. Countenance, but in the Structure of 


This Contemplation has led me on to reflect, 
how a particular Race of Gods, and another ot 
Men, have derivd their imaginary Exiitence 
from the wild Animals jaft mention’d. 

The Pricits, Poets and fabulous. Hiftorians 
among the ancient Pagans, confpiring to prattife 
upon the Ignorance, Credu ary and {uperitiious 
Fears of the People, impos’d upon ’em numerous 
Gods, Creatures of their own Fancy 5 and having 
firft plentifully filld the Skies, with a choice 
Collection of imagind Deities, they provided 
Country Gods of a low and ordinary Rank, for 
the Forrefts, Fields and Fountains, which they 
borrow’d from the Ape or Monkey Nation: There 
isthe higheit Probability, that the Jaw, and the 
Dryades, the Satyrand the Sphinx, Sylvanus, Sylenus, 
and Pan himfelt, and al! the reflt of their facred 
Iiits, and woodland Divinities, as well as the 
Nymphs, the Fairy-like Goddeffes of the Lakes 
and Kivers, who are of no higher Stationand Au- 
thority than our King Oberon and Queen Mab, were 
nothing elie than fome of thefe Man-like Inhabi- 
tants of the Wood, confecrated by defigning Men, 
and complemented with religious Worfhip. 

Andas this inferior and paultry Order of Deities 
were only Apes and Monkeys, dignify’d with di- 
vine Titles 5 foa Race of Men, call?d Pigmies, in 
whom the Frame of human Bodies is abridg’d, 
and expre{s’d in Miniature, owe their imaginary 
Being to the fame Original. Homer, having de- 
{crib'd the Shouts and Clamours of the Trojan 
Army falling on the Greeks, from the Noife made 
by the Crawes ready to engage their Enemies, in an 
elegant Figure cals their Foes, dvd exe: xepuabors, 
that is, Pygmean Men, 

The ficit Greek Hiftorians, who often broke 
thro’ the Bounds of Modeity, Decency and Credi- 
bility, to propagate a fabulous Story, which they 
embellifh’d with allthe Ornaments that a wanton 
and fertile Fancy could fuggeft, took and im- 
prov’d this Hintof the Poet, and rais'd from ita 
diminutive Nation, where each Individual was a 
little Epitome or Abbreviation of Man; which, 
as faid before, they call’d Pigmies: They repre- 
fented them as Perfons of a ftemachful Difpofiti- 
on and martial Inclinations, tho’ but a Cubit and 
a half or two Cubits in Stature ; and to gratify 
their Military Genius, they engag’d them in end- 
lefs Quarrels and bloody Wars, with their impla- 
cable Enemies the Cranes: I do not find there 
were any Infantry in their Armies, which were 
wholly compos’d of thefe little Troopers : When 
the fierce Generals lead them forth to Battle, fome 
Authors mount them on Partridges, which fure 
muit have been as exceffive in Bignefs, as the Ri- 
ders were defe€tive ; but other Hiftorians have, in 
My Opinion, with more Judgment, fet ’em onthe 
Backs of Rams and Goats: Thefe Authors, no 
doubt, were mightily pleas’d to give the Relation 
of their Campaigns and heroick Atchievments ; 
and it would be diverting enough, to fee an En- 
#agement between this dwarfifh Race of Men, and 
the iong-neck’'d Squadrons of the Enemy 3 upon 
juca a Deicription, the Reader could not but be 
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delivhted to figure in his Imagination a furious 
Battle fougat by fuch enragd Armies, and to 
fancy how here a wing’d Battahon of Cranes 
were putinto Diforder, and there a Pygmean Squa- 
dron, with great Siauvhter, routed and put to 
flight; fometimes to fee a wounded Crane fyi) 
dead at the Feet of the little Conqueror, ang 
fometimes a Pigmy Orheer caucht up, like q 
Chicken by a Kite, and carry’d thro’ the Air, 
wrything and ftrugling in the Pounces of his Ene. 
my: But to this Day, the Country where this 
fmall body’d Nation inhabits, has not been 
found out by any Travellers. No Columbus ever 
yet difcover’d this World of human Animals of 
{uch a contracted Size. "Tis true, as there have 
been Giants, or Men exceeding the ordinary Bulk 
and Stature, fo there have in all Ages been 
Dwarfs of an incredible Sinallnefs, that look’d like 
moving Puppets, tho’ they were really a concife 
Abftract of our Species: But as there never was 
known in any Age a whole Nation of Giants, {9 
there was never difcover’d a Country wholly in- 
habited by Dwarfs, thefe not being the ordinary 
Produtions, buteithecr the Sport of Nature, er 
Deviations from her cuftomary Courfe : it muttbe 
allow’d, there was a real Foundation, that gave 
Birth to this ludicrous Fable. The Cranes coming 
in numerous Flights, as .ri/forle affirms, from the 
Regions of Scythia every Winter to the Lakes in 


Ecypt, near the Nele, the Apes and Monkeys, not ° 


out of Thirft of Glory, or to enlarge their Domi- 
nions, but from a natural warrantable Inftin& to 
fatisfy their Hunger, made Incurfions on them to 
rob their Nefts of their Eggs, and devour their 
young 5; the Cranes on the other Hand, as Nature 
furnifhes all Creatures with Courage, even thofe 
who exert none upon any other Provocation, to 
defend their tender Offspring, made a vigorous 
Refiitance, and many a fharp Action might enfue 
upon fuch Occafions; and Homer, as I {aid before, 
aliuding tothefe Fights of the Cranes and Mon- 
keys, and expreffing the Noife of an Army eager 
toengage, by the Cries of thefe Birds when they 
attack’d their Foes, which by an agreeable and 
beautiful Figure he call’d Pygmean Men, gave 
an Occafion to the Prolifick Wit of Greece, to pro- 
duce this fabulous Nation. This therefore 1s no 
Fiction of Homer, as fome believe: His Pigmies 
were Apes like Men, and probably of the moft per- 
fest Order above defcrib’d 5 but were improv’d to 
real Men by Romantick Writers. If this Account 
be allow’d, all the Difputes of the Learned about 
this diminutive Race are reconcil’d. 


N. B. It being one End propos'd by the Soctety tm this 
Paper, to cultivate a Converfation with the Abfent, by 
which Means, they may at once relicve and improve theit 
Retirement 3 all Gentlemen who will be pleafed to come 
municate their Thoughts for the forwarding of our Defigny 
are defired to dirc& their Letters, paying the Poftage, to 
Mr. Jacob Ravenfcroft, to be left at Mrs. Baldwin’s 
in Warwick-Lane. 

Note, Mr. Freeman makes the fame Invitation to 
the Ladies. 


This Paper will come out every Monday, Wed nefday 
and Friday, and may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by the 
Royal Exchange - Atys. Dodd’s and Mrs. Boulter’s 
avithout Temple-Bar ; and Nlys. Bond’s at Charing 
Crofs. 
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